Haemophilus somnus as a bacterial cause of pneumonia in buffalo calves in Egypt.
Haemophilus (H.) somnus strains were isolated from nasopharyngeal swabs collected from buffalo calves showing respiratory symptoms as well from pneumonic lung tissue samples, the incidence being 4.7% and 10.4%, respectively. The organism was not recovered from samples obtained from apparently healthy buffalo calves. All isolated strains were highly virulent to mice, causing acute septicaemia and death within 3-5 days from intraperitoneal inoculation with 7.5 x 10(6) viable organisms. All tested strains were resistant to tetracycline and sulphafurazole, but most strains were highly sensitive to gentamicin, ampicillin, penicillin G, and colistin sulphate. H. somnus must not be neglected as a causative agent of respiratory disorders in buffalo calves, in addition to other incriminated organisms.